
 

 

 
Journals 

 
It is important to think about the literature you are reading, and one way to do so is 
through response journals.  You will be required to keep a journal in which you will 
reflect and respond to the literature you are reading independently.   
 
Journals should be brought to class with you daily, and you are required to write in them 
on your own time. You will write in your journal three times a week on days of your 
choice.  Each entry should be one page in length and should include a heading which 
states the title of the book, the page number you are currently on, and the date.   
 
As you are recording your thoughts in the journals, you will want to include summaries, 
predictions, connections, inferences, and questions.  These five elements are equally 
important and should be used consistently throughout your journals in addition to other 
thoughts you may have.   After completing your journals you should take the time to go 
back through your entries and highlight and label each element in a different color 
(connections in blue, predictions is pink, etc.) to make sure you use each element 
frequently throughout your journal.  You also will be responsible for completing three 
reflections sheets on your journal per quarter.  
 
Response journals will be checked periodically, collected, and graded based on the 
following rubric: 
 
 5 4 3 2 1 
Number of 
entries 

At least 25  20-24  15-19  10-14  9  

Reflection 
Sheets 

At least 3 
completed 

 2 completed  1 completed 

Heading on 
all pages 

  YES  NO 

Properly 
labeled and 
highlighted 

   YES NO 

 10 8 6 4 2 
Includes the 
following 
elements 
throughout: 
connections, 
questions, 
summaries, 
predictions, 
and 
inferences 

All elements 
are present 
consistently 
throughout 
entire 
journal 

Four 
elements are 
present 
consistently  

Three 
present 
consistently 

Two present 
consistently  

One present 
consistently 
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