
 

 

 
 

Author Letter 
 

Often times we wonder why a book ends in a certain way, why the author decided to 
include certain events or characters.  We also may sometimes think that we could do a 
better job than the author.  Now here is your chance to get these thoughts out and, 
hopefully, some of your questions answered. 
 
Your task is to write a letter to the author of a novel you have read.  In this letter you 
should let the author know which novel you read, how you connected to the novel, and 
what you thought about the book, including strengths and weaknesses.  If you have any 
questions about a particular aspect of the novel, you should ask those as well.  
 
Remember, a good letter includes a reason for writing, specific details and examples of 
events and experiences, and an ending that will make the person want to write back to 
you.  Your letter will first be graded, and then you will have the opportunity to send it to 
the author and await a reply. 
 
In your letter, make sure you: 

1. Use proper letter format 
2. Identify the novel you read 
3. Tell how you connected 
4. Critique the novel (strengths and weaknesses) 

     (5).  Ask any questions you may have (optional) 
 
The rubric on which you will be graded is below.  Good luck! 
 
 3 2 1 
Conventions Few or no 

grammatical or 
mechanical errors 

Several grammatical 
or mechanical errors 

Several grammatical 
or mechanical 
errors; obviously 
not proofread 

Letter Format  Followed correctly; 
greeting, closing, 
indenting, etc. 

Not followed 
correctly 

 6 4 2 
Personal Connection  Personally connects 

to the author and 
novel 

No personal 
connections 

Analysis Critically analyzes 
author’s work; 
states strengths and 
weaknesses using 
specifics from the 
novel. 

Analyzes author’s 
work using few 
specifics from the 
novel. 

Analyzes author’s 
work without using 
examples from the 
novel. 
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