
Paragraph Writing 
 
Writing (Standards 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16) 

9. Create an expository/informational text examining a topic, conveying 
ideas and information clearly with facts and details. 

10. Apply the structure of non-fiction texts to the creation of a text (e.g. 
sequence, transition words, topic sentences, etc…). 

11. Design an illustration (e.g. map, drawing, graph) to aid written text in the 
presentation of information. 

12. Implement knowledge of correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, 
capitalization and structure. 

13. Follow a writing process to develop and strengthen writing (i.e. planning, 
composing, revising, editing, and publishing). 

14. Evaluate personal and peer writing, according to the 6+1 writing traits: 
ideas, organization, voice, sentence fluency, word choice, conventions, 
and presentation. 

15. Conduct research that builds knowledge relevant to a topic. 
16. Provide and accept constructive criticism in collaboration with peers 

and adults throughout the writing process. 
 
Task: 
 
You have been reading and studying many non-fiction texts. Now, it is your turn to 
be the writer. 
 
Pick an animal that interests you. Research that animal by reading a variety of non-
fiction texts (e.g. books, magazine articles, websites). Collect four or five main facts 
about your animal (a variety). Also collect details or examples to enhance these 
facts.  
 
Carefully, write a GOOD paragraph about your animal, following correct paragraph 
structure. Include a graph as a visual aid.  
 
Make sure to turn in all pieces of this project: the final paragraph, teacher approval 
form, mind-map, color-coded rough draft, graph check form, and peer evaluation. 
 
Evaluation: 
 

Formative Assessment 1: Teacher approval 
Present topic and sources to teacher for approval. You may look for 

sources in the school and classroom libraries, or from home, the Internet, or 
the public library. 

 

Teacher Approval  

Teacher initials 

 
 



Topic No Yes 

Sources No Yes 
 

Formative Assessment 2: Mind Map 
Before beginning your paragraph, you will complete a mind map to 

demonstrate your research. This will be completed in the computer lab 
following a saved template: animal name in the center, each fact branches out 
from the center, details or examples branch out from facts. Make sure to 
include a sources branch from the center, also. 

 
     Template: 

 
 

Mind Map Rubric – 
Paragraph (15) 

0 1 2 
Total 

/10 

Facts 
Fewer than 2 

facts 
2 or 3 facts 4 or 5 facts  

Details 
No facts 

amplified 
with details 

Some facts 
amplified 

with details 

Each fact is 
amplified 

with details 
 

Variety of evidence 
All facts are 

similar 
Some facts 
are similar 

All facts are 
unique 

 

Sources are noted 
No sources 

noted 
One source is 

noted 

Two or more 
sources are 

noted 

 

Follows mind map 
format 

Does not 
follow 

described 
format 

Mostly 
follows 

described 
format 

Follows 
described 

format 

 



 
 
 

Formative Assessment 3: Color-coded rough draft 
After your first teacher-student writing conference, upon completion 

of your first draft (sloppy copy), you will make changes in your second draft 
and color-code it to show your paragraph’s organization (underline with 
colored pencil, or write text in colored pencil). Follow this pattern: topic 
sentence - red; facts - orange; details - blue; closing sentence - green; 
transition words - purple. 

  

Color-coded Rough Draft 
Rubric – Paragraph (13)  

0 1 Total 

/5 

Correct 
paragraph 
structure 

(10) is 
color-coded 

Topic sentence 
  

Red 
 

Facts 
  

Blue 
 

Details / 
examples 

  
Orange 

 

Closing 
sentence 

  
Green 

 

Transition 
words 

  
Purple 

 

 
 
Formative Assessment 4: Graph check 

In Math and Science, we have been working on reading graphs. This is 
your turn to make one yourself.  Using information from your research, 
represent something that you have learned with a bar graph. Remember to 
include the four major parts of a bar graph: Title, labels, scales, and bars. This 
is a checkpoint to make sure you on the right track. After this, you can fix any 
errors! 
 

Graph Check (11) 0 1 
Total 

/7 

Relevant data is shown Data is unrelated to topic 

Data visually 
represents 

information about 
topic 

X2 

Inclusion of 
important 
parts of a 

Title 
Missing, inappropriate to 

graph, or incorrectly 
placed 

Appropriate title 
correctly placed 

 



graph 
Labels 

Any missing, 
inappropriate to graph, 

or incorrectly placed 

All labels appropriate 
and correctly placed 

 

Scales 
Any missing, 

inappropriate to graph, 
or incorrectly placed 

All scales appropriate 
and correctly placed 

 

Bars 
Any missing, 

inappropriate to graph, 
or incorrectly placed 

All bars appropriate 
and correctly placed 

 

Presentation Messy; unreadable Neat; readable  

 
 

 Formative Assessment 5: Peer evaluation 
Following your second draft (the color-coded one), you will be 

revising with a partner in the class. Complete the 6+1 Writing Traits checklist 
carefully and thoughtfully. Provide positive comments and suggestions for 
improvement. Be specific and tell ways in which the paragraph could 
improve! 

 
Peer Evaluation Rubric – 

Paragraph (14) 
0 1 2 

Total 

/8 

Completes 6+1 Writing 
Traits checklist  

Little or no 
effort 

Satisfactory 
effort 

Great effort X2 

Positive written 
comments 

Comments 
are not 
helpful 

Comments 
are positive 

Comments are 
positive and 

specific 
 

Critical written 
comments 

Comments 
are not 
helpful 

Comments 
are 

appropriate 

Comments are 
appropriate; 
strategies for 
improvement 

provided 

 

 

*Peer Evaluation (Not to scale) 

Name _______________ 
Date   _______________ 
 
Directions: Read your partner’s paragraph carefully three times. Then, answer the 
following questions.  
 
6+1 Writing Traits 



Circle the answer that fits the paragraph. There are no right or wrong answers… try 
your best! 
 
Ideas                                                                                                                                    
It is easy to recognize the main idea of this paragraph.        No      Mostly      Yes 
 
Voice 
This paragraph put pictures in my mind.                                  No      Mostly      Yes 
 
Organization 
This paragraph is organized.                                                         No      Mostly      Yes 
 
Word Choice 
The words in this paragraph are “juicy.”                                   No      Mostly      Yes 
 
Sentence fluency 
The sentences in the paragraph flow together well.              No      Mostly      Yes 
 
Conventions 
This paragraph doesn’t have mistakes.                                     Many      A few    None! 
 
 
Comments 
 
Tell about what is good in the paragraph. Be specific! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tell about what needs to be fixed in the paragraph. Tell HOW the writer can fix it. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 



 

 Summative Assessment: Final Paragraph Rubric (attached) 

Paragraph Rubric 0 1 2 3 
Total 

/45 



 

Overall creation of a non-fiction 
text; information clearly 

communicated (9) 

Little or no 
attempt made 

Overall 
paragraph is 

unsatisfactory; 
major revisions 

needed to 
effectively 

communicate 
information 

Overall 
paragraph is 

adequate; minor 
revisions 
needed to 
effectively 

communicate 
information  

Overall 
paragraph is 

excellent; 
Information 

clearly 
communicated 

X3 

Accurate Research (15) 
Any 

inaccuracies 
  

All facts are 
accurate 

X2 

Graph presents data (11) 

Graph is 
unclear, data 
irrelevant to 

topic  

Does not clearly 
represent data 

Graph is mostly 
clear, some 
corrections 

needed 

Graph accurately 
represents 

relevant data 
 

Writing 
follows 

paragraph 
structure (10) 

Topic sentence Not included 
Ineffective 

communication 
of main idea 

Some revision 
needed to 
effectively 

communicate 
main idea 

Communicates 
main idea 

successfully 
 

Facts Not included 
Fewer than 2 

facts 
2 or 3 facts 4 or 5 facts  

Details / 
examples 

Not included 
Details / 
examples 

unrelated to facts 

Details / 
examples mostly 
related to facts 

Details / 
examples 

expand 
understanding 

of facts 

 

Closing sentence Not included 
Does not restate 

main idea 
Main idea 
repeated 

Restates main 
idea in new way 

 

Transition 
words 

Not included 
Few transitions 
used; repetitive 

Some 
transitions used; 

simple 

Used 
appropriately; 

varied 
 

Writing 
mechanics 

(12) 

Grammar 
3 or more 

errors 
2 or fewer errors No errors   

Spelling 
3 or more 

errors 
2 or fewer errors No errors   

Punctuation 
3 or more 

errors 
2 or fewer errors No errors   

Capitalization 
3 or more 

errors 
2 or fewer errors No errors   

Sentence fluency 

Run-ons or 
fragments 
included; 
choppy 

Correct 
structure; simple 

and unvaried 

Correct 
structure; 

complex and 
varied sentences 

  

Presentation 
Messy; 

Unreadable 
 Neat; Readable   


