
 

Task 7 

Standard: 

The students will analyze literary elements (characterization, theme, setting, etc.) to comprehend text. 

(Content) 

The students will make connections with the text. (Content) 

Task: 

The students have finished filling out a graphic organizer that describes a character from the text and a 

Venn Diagram that compares two characters from the story. Now the students will consider this 

information to write an essay that compares a character from the story to either themselves or another 

person close to them, such as a family member or friend. The essay must have: 

 At least 3 comparisons and details from the text and life that supports each.  

 Evidence from the text that supports the character  

 Evidence from the person in real life (student, family member, friend) that connects to the 
character in the story 

 Well organized and written essay 
 

The purpose of the activity is for the students to connect their lives more closely to the text in order to 

understand and relate to it. 

Criteria: 

Evidence from the text, evidence from personal connections, linked and detailed connections, common 

characteristics, and mechanics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric: 

Criteria 1-3 4-6 7-9 

Evidence from text The evidence from the 

text vaguely supports 

the character and 

provides no specific 

information about the 

character. Much detail 

is missing. 

The evidence from the 

text partially supports 

the character and 

provides information 

about the character, 

but is not specific and 

needs more 

clarification. 

The evidence from the 

text accurately supports 

the character and 

provides specific 

information about the 

character. 

Evidence from personal 

connections 

Evidence is mostly not 

believable or realistic. 

The information given 

about connections has 

many holes and lacks 

sufficient detail. 

Evidence supports your 

personal connection, 

but is questionable at 

times. The information 

is partially specific, but 

still needs more detail. 

Believable and realistic 

evidence supports your 

personal connection 

and gives specific 

information about this 

person. (you, family 

member, friend) 

Linked and detailed 

connections 

(x2) 

The connections made 

(between the person 

and the character) do 

not align well, if at all. 

There are little to no 

details that would allow 

the comparisons to flow 

together. 

Only 1 connection is 

made between the 

character and person. 

There is some 

alignment with the 

personal connections 

and the character from 

the story. The 

comparisons give detail, 

but do not allow the 

connections to flow 

together. 

2 connections are made 

between the character 

and person. 

All personal 

connections align with 

the character from the 

story. The comparisons 

give accurate details 

that allow the 

connections to flow 

together. 

3 or more connections 

are made between the 

character and person. 

Mechanics Essay has more than 6 

spelling and grammar 

mistakes. Little to no 

organization. Thoughts 

and details are all over 

the place. 

Essay has a few spelling 

and grammatical errors. 

Paper is somewhat 

organized, but a few 

thoughts or details 

don’t seem to make 

sense.  

Essay has 2 or fewer 

spelling or grammatical 

errors. Paper is 

organized so that the 

reader understands the 

main points and 

supporting details of 

the essay. 


