
Task 12 

Standard: 

The students will use and recognize tone that is consistent with the sentence type. (Content) 

The students will recognize words that are stressed. (Content) 

The students will be considerate of others. (Process) 

Task: 

The purpose of this task is to have the students perform a reader’s theater with the class in front of the 

video camera. The students have done at least four run-throughs as a class working on the 

characteristics of fluency. We have done workshops that help students identify words that create tone 

and natural pauses in sentences to create sentence flow. For example, the teacher will have students 

circle certain words in their lines to emphasize that creates natural tone. The students have been able to 

practice their lines as a class as well as with partners. After we video tape their performance, the 

students will watch the video to personally critique their own performance. 

Criteria: 

Rubric for tone, volume, sentence flow, participation, and respectfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric: 

 3 2 1 

Tone (x2) Your voice is full of 
expression. You make a 
question sound like a 
question, a demand 
sound like a demand, 
etc. 

Your voice has some 
expression, but it is still 
hard to decipher a 
declarative sentence 
from an interrogative 
one. 

Your voice is monotone 
and has no expression 
whatsoever. 

Volume Your voice is loud 
enough to be heard 
throughout the entire 
classroom. 

Your voice can be 
heard, be the sounds 
are muffled and hard to 
understand. 

Your voice cannot be 
heard more than a few 
feet away from you. 

Sentence flow (x2) Your sentences flow 
the entire time. You are 
able to identify practice 
natural pauses in your 
speech. 

Your sentences are 
choppy at times. You 
attempt to identify, but 
do not practice natural 
pauses in your speech. 

Your sentences are 
continuously choppy. 
You rarely attempt to 
identify natural pauses 
in speech, and do not 
practice them. 

Participation You read your lines 
appropriately, and do 
not forget when your 
speaking parts are.  

You read your lines 
appropriately, but 
occasionally stop 
paying attention so that 
you forget where your 
lines are.  

You have to be 
continually reminded of 
when your speaking 
parts are and do not 
read you lines 
appropriately.  

Respectful You listen to your 
classmates and do not 
interrupt them. You 
follow along the entire 
time. 

You occasionally 
disrupt your 
classmates. You only 
follow along when you 
have a speaking part. 

You constantly disrupt 
the class and rarely pay 
attention to the script. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


