
Harcourt Trophies Theme 2 

Task 5: Literary Devices 

Story: 

Content Standards:  

Trapped by the Ice! 

• Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency. 

• Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes. 

Task: The focus skill for Trapped by the Ice!

 

 is identifying and differentiating between 
similes and metaphors.  Write a short story about something exciting you did over the 
weekend, incorporating similes and metaphors in your writing. Your story should be no 
more than one written page. Your paper should also include 2 similes and 2 metaphors.   

Rubric:   

 4 2 1 

Sentence Structure All sentences are 
written completely. 

Most sentences are 
written completely. 
Paper only has 2 or 
fewer incomplete 
sentences.  

Several sentences are 
incompletely written. 
Paper has 3 or more 
incomplete sentences. 

Grammar, 
Punctuation and 

Spelling 

Paper is free from all 
grammatical, spelling 
and/or punctuation 
errors.  

Paper only has 2 or 
fewer grammatical, 
spelling and/or 
punctuation errors. 

Paper has more than 
3 grammatical, 
spelling, and/or 
punctuation errors. 

Organization Paper is organized by 
using separate 
paragraphs. 

 Paper is not properly 
organized by using 
separate paragraphs.  

Quality  Handwriting is neat 
and legible.  

 Handwriting is 
difficult to read and 
illegible.  

 

 



 10 7 4 0 

Similes Two similes have 
been included in 
writing and all 
similes have been 
correctly written. 

Two similes have 
been included but 
only one has been 
written correctly. 

Two similes have 
been included but 
do not make sense 
in the story or only 
one simile was 
included in paper. 

Paper does not 
include any 
similes.  

Metaphors Two metaphors 
have been 
included in writing 
and all metaphors 
have been 
correctly written.  

Two metaphors 
have been included 
but only one has 
been written 
correctly. 

Two metaphors 
have been 
included but do 
not make sense in 
the story or only 
one simile was 
included in paper. 

Paper does not 
include any 
metaphors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


