
Harcourt Trophies Theme 4 

 Task 10: Compare & Contrast  

Story: 

Content Standards:  

Girls Think of Everything 

• Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes. 

• Comprehend a broad range of reading materials. 

• Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience. 

Task: This week we read the story Girls Think of Everything

 Which inventions will you compare and contrast? 

. Think about two 
inventions that have a similar purpose, such as a typewriter and a computer or a pen 
and a pencil. Write an expository paper giving your reader examples of how these two 
items are the same and how they are different. Here are a few questions to keep in mind: 

 What similarities and differences will you write about in your essay? 

 Is there more emphasize on the similarities or the differences? 

After the whole class has finished writing, be prepared to give a brief oral presentation 
to the class about the two inventions that you wrote about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric:  

 4 3 2 1 

Focus/ Ideas 

(x2) 

Paper is focused 
and purposeful 

Generally focused 
on topic and 
purpose 

Somewhat focused 
on topic and 
purpose 

Lacks focus and 
purpose 

Organization/ 
Paragraphs 

(x2) 

Ideas and 
transitions are 
appropriately 
paragraphed 

Organization is 
mostly clear but 
some ideas 
overlap; some 
attempt at 
transitions 

Somewhat 
organized; but 
inconsistent in 
some areas 

Little or no sense 
of organization 

Development 

(x2) 

Main idea 
supported by 
specific  and clear 
details 

Main idea has 
adequate support 
and most details 
are relevant 

Unclear main idea 
and limited 
support 

Unclear main idea; 
little or no support 

Sentences Variety of sentence 
structure; 
sentences flow 
smoothly 

Some variety in 
sentence structure 

Little variety; may 
include some 
awkward 
sentences or run – 
on sentences 

Little or no variety; 
sentences unclear  

Conventions Few, if any, errors Few errors Some errors Many errors 

Presentation  Well prepared, 
speaks clearly, 
makes good eye 
contact 

Generally well 
prepared, speaks 
clearly, makes 
good eye contact 
most of the time 

Somewhat 
prepared, speaks 
clearly most of the 
time, does not 
make good eye 
contact 

Not prepared, does 
not speak clearly, 
does not make 
good eye contact 

 

 

 


