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Introduction

The AP Environmental Science coursework demands a large jump in cognitive understanding for many students. In order for students to be successful on the AP test in May, it is essential that they become independent learners and master essential skills. As an independent learner, they are able to summarize information from class, comprehend strengths and weaknesses in their level of understanding, and interconnect their understanding in class. The essential skills students need to master are the ability to use the scientific method in order to conduct experiments and an ability to read and analyze scientific literature. 
This project consists of a set of tasks designed to help students develop and show their ability to be an independent learner and to master the essential skills. The project is split into three parts. The first part is the development and evaluation of knowledge statements. This part of the project is designed to help students become independent learners. The second part consists of two tasks focused on the development of essential skills. The first task asks the students to analyze scientific literature and the second focuses on the scientific method and experimentation. In the third part of the project, students develop a portfolio to showcase their mastery of the skills and to identify areas of strength and deficiencies. On the next page is a complete set of standards for the project. 

