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Introduction: 
 

This unit of study was for the first grade English/Language Arts Curriculum to supplement 

student’s further growth and development in reading comprehension. The ability to identify the 

elements of a story (characters, setting, plot, problem and solution) leads to a deeper understanding 

and appreciation of stories, both of which are crucial at this stage in a child’s reading development. 

Identifying story elements also guides students in writing stories of their own. The process standards 

that are incorporated into this unit help to foster each student’s ability to effectively communicate 

with other students. You will see these skills more specifically addressed through collaborative 

conversations about stories that have been read aloud.  

That tasks that accompany this unit gradually deepen the student’s understanding of story 

elements and increase their level of independence with each task. The tasks are accompanied by its 

appropriate rubric in order to see if the student has clearly mastered the skill before moving to the 

next increasingly challenging authentic assessment. The tasks included in this unit are very 

appropriate for first grade students, but could easily be adapted to fit the neighboring Kindergarten 

and Second Grade curriculums. 

 

 

 



Rubrics 
 

On the developed rubrics, you will see first grade friendly faces that will guide our one on one 

conferences throughout the unit. By utilizing the smiley faces with explanations, this will help give my 

students concrete evidence for their hard work and show them what they can work on to improve. 

One benefit to using this style rubric is that the labeled levels of performance (poor, satisfactory, 

excellent) is consistent with the language used in the rubrics we currently utilize in our reading, 

writing, social studies and science curriculum. 

 

 
Poor 

 
Satisfactory 

 
Excellent 

We need to work 

together to help 

you better 

understand this 

skill. 

You are getting 

there! Keep 

practicing and 

remember you can 

ask for help! 

Great work! You 

understand this 

skill! 

 




