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Instructions & Grading Rubric for Creative Group Presentations 
PSY 282: Stress & Coping 
Points possible: 75 
 
You will give a 30-minute presentation to the class in groups of 4-5 on a topic of interest to you 
in stress and coping.  The purpose of this project is to expose you to current “hot topics” in the 
field of stress and coping, as well as to help build your group work and oral presentation skills.  
Your objectives are to 1) thoroughly research a topic of interest as a group, 2) teach the class 
about your topic by clearly discussing at least three scientific studies related to your topic, and 
3) use an interactive/engaging  presentation style.  Presentation dates will be scattered 
throughout the term from weeks 4-10, and each group will randomly be assigned a group 
number that corresponds with a presentation date.  Please refer to your syllabus for the 
presentation schedule.  

You will be required to document use of at least 7 empirical journal articles that you can find in 
PsycInfo and other library databases in your presentation.  If you are unsure about whether a 
source counts as an empirical journal article, please ask me or a librarian.  Additionally, I want 
you to discuss the results of at least 3 different studies/experiments in your presentation, so at 
least 3 of your 7 journal articles should discuss actual experiments (as opposed to review 
articles).  You are also encouraged to also use books, websites, and other sources in addition to 
your 7 minimum journal articles.  Don’t forget to cite all of your sources in your actual 
presentation. 

Keep in mind that this should be a creative group presentation!  Therefore, I am looking for a 
highly interactive presentation style.  Some ways to accomplish this are by guiding the class in 
an activity, inviting audience participation, or anything that gets the class engaged.  Though 
showing video clips can be an effective presentation tool, I do not consider this to be interactive; 
therefore, if you choose to show a brief film clip, please be sure to include another interactive 
component in your presentation.  I am more than happy to assist you in this process should you 
want some suggestions.  Additionally, I would like every group member to participate in the 
oral presentation; it is up to your group how you want to divide this up. 

Your group will turn in three things to me on the day of your presentation:  

1) An outline of your presentation (this could be in Word, or Power Point, etc.)  
2) A typed list of all references used in your presentation (APA style required) 
3) A peer evaluation form completed by every member of your group (this will be kept 

confidential; see further explanation below).   

Please staple all of these materials together (with the exception of your peer evaluation forms, 
which you can turn in directly to me – these will be kept confidential).  All of this is due to me at 
the time of your presentation.  Failure to submit the required materials  at the time of the presentation 
will result in a 5-point deduction from your individual grade. 

See the next page for a grading rubric.  Use this rubric as a checklist when creating your group 

presentation. 
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PSY 282 Creative Group Presentation Grading Rubric 

Interpreting scientific research (35 points) Excellent  Good to 
Very Good 

Adequate 
- Below 
Adequate 

 Provides context in introducing topic    

 Accurately and fully explains purpose of at 
least 3 empirical studies 

 

   

 Accurately explains methods of at least 3 
empirical studies 

 

   

 Accurately explains results of at least 3 
empirical studies 

 

   

 Studies clearly reflect the current state of the 
research                  yes/no 

 

   

 Responds accurately and appropriately to 
audience questions 

   

Presentation skills (30 points) 

 
   

 Material was presented in an engaging way 
(gets the audience involved) 

 

   

 Presentation flowed logically and was well-
organized 

 

   

 Clear and conversational presentation style     
 

Individual Contribution (10 points) 
 

   

 Average of self-evaluation and peer 
evaluation scores 

 

   

 
                                                              TOTAL = 75 POSSIBLE POINTS 

Comments: 
 


