Character study – Which of the characters depict the “real” American Dream?
Criteria: Now that we have evaluated some of the “definitions” of the American Dream (both
from the readings and our own thoughts) I want you to think about the two novels we have been
reading: Death of a Salesman and The Great Gatsby. According to what you think the true
definition of the American Dream is, I want you to choose at least three characters from the two
readings and explain why these characters demonstrate the fulfillment (or at least the desire to do
so) of the American Dream. While responding to this question in a two-page typed essay, think
about some of the character’s goals in the story. Are they obtained? Are they realistic? Why or
why not? What do these characters value most? At what point in the story do these characters
fulfill their idea of the American Dream and the ideal “American way of life?”
Standards Addressed:
Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections (C)
Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency (C)
Read and interpret a variety of literary works (C)
Comprehend a broad range of reading materials (C)
Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and structure (C)
Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences (C)
Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes (C)
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