
What does it mean!? 

Standard:  

 Attend to precision 

 Work cooperatively with others 

Task: When dealing with mathematics it is very important to “attend to 

precision.” You are going to work with a group of students to try and figure 

out what it means to attend to precision. Below are the definitions for 

attend and precise, as well as a paragraph that describes attending to 

precision.  

Come up with a definition in your own words, as well as your own examples of 

what it means to “attend to precision.”  

Attend: To pay attention to – To look after: take charge – To apply oneself 

Precise: Clearly expressed - Exact, as in performance, execution, or amount; 

accurate or correct - 

Mathematically proficient students try to communicate precisely to others. 

They try to use clear definitions in discussion with others and in their own 

reasoning. They state the meaning of the symbols they choose, including 

using the equal sign consistently and appropriately. They are careful about 

specifying units of measure, and labeling axes to clarify the correspondence 

with quantities in a problem. They calculate accurately and efficiently, 

express numerical answers with a degree of precision appropriate for the 

problem context. In the elementary grades, students give carefully 

formulated explanations to each other. By the time they reach high school 

they have learned to examine claims and make explicit use of definitions 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Criteria +   

Definition Definition is in 

own words and is 

accurate in the 

definition 

Definition is 

either in own 

words OR 

accurate in the 

definition  

Definition is 

neither in own 

words NOR is it 

accurate in the 

definition 

Examples Examples are 

good examples 

that reflect 

attending to 

precision. There 

are at least 8 

examples 

Examples are 

good examples 

that reflect 

attending to 

precision. There 

are between 5-7 

examples  

Examples do not 

reflect attending 

to precision OR 

there are less 

than 5 examples.  

Work 

Cooperatively 

with others 

Class will 

determine 

descriptors  

  

 


