
Are we there yet? 

Standards:  

 Solve ratios and rates  

 Find missing values in a ratio table 

 

Task: Answer the following questions using a ratio table 

 

Every year, Arctic terns fly from the Arctic to the Antarctic and back, a 

distance of about 9000 miles each way. Suppose the birds fly at an 

average speed of 25 miles per hour for 12 hours a day. How many 

hours of flying would be necessary to make the roundtrip? 

 

The distance around the earth at the equator is about 25,000 miles. 

How long would it take an Arctic tern like the ones described in the 

challenge to fly this distance? 

 

Monarch butterflies migrate from Canada to Mexico, a distance of 

about 2500 miles. If it takes them about one month, about how many miles 

do they fly per day? If they fly for 12 hours per day, what is their average 

speed in miles per hour? 

 

The fastest bird is thought to be the peregrine falcon. Its top speed is at 

least 124 mph. The slowest birds are the American and Eurasian 

woodcock, which can fly at only 5 mph without stalling. Compare 

the time it would take a falcon and a woodcock to fly across the 

United States (approx.2500 miles). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Criteria +   

Set-up All problems 

were solved with 

a ratio table and 

the correct 

starting numbers 

were used in the 

correct 

row/column 

3 problems were 

solved with a 

ratio table and 

the correct 

starting numbers 

were used in the 

correct 

row/column 

Problems were 

either not solved 

with a ratio 

table, OR the 

correct starting 

numbers were 

not used, OR the 

numbers were 

placed in the 

wrong 

column/row 

Process of 

Solving 

Efficient 

“stepping stone” 

numbers were 

used to find the 

missing values 

AND the same 

“hopping” 

numbers were 

used to get to 

the “stepping 

stone” 

 “Stepping stone” 

numbers were 

used to find the 

missing values, 

but were not the 

most efficient 

AND the same 

“hopping” 

numbers were 

used to get to 

the next 

“stepping stone” 

“Stepping stone” 

numbers were 

used, but they 

were incorrect, 

OR the same 

“hopping” 

numbers were 

not used to get 

to the next 

“stepping stone” 

Missing Value Correctly found 

the missing value 

in all problems. 

Correctly found 

the missing value 

in 3 of the 

problems.   

Correctly found 

the missing value 

in 0-2 of the 

problems.  

 


