
Free Verse Poetry 
 

Task 8 

Task 08:   Look, Smell, Hear, Taste and Feel It 
Explore Figurative Language 

 
Standards: 
 
C.W1  Compose free verse poetry using important components  
C. W2 Edit documents for clarity 
P.T1 Use available technology (e.g., Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher) 

to present ideas and products 
 

Task 08:   
 
Two-three 
60 minute 
Writers’ 
Workshop 
sessions 
 

Review what figurative language is by giving examples and discussing the 
reasons why writers use it. 
 
Hand out and discuss the For Student section below.  Writers will progress 
through the writing process at different rates.  Some may be ready to move 
on earlier than others.  Use writers’ workshop format. 
 
Give time at the end of the period to share student writing as a whole class 
or with small groups. 
 

 
For Students 
 

Figurative language helps us be descriptive; writers use it to show, not tell. 
The poems you will be writing should create a mental picture and compare two 
different things using similes, metaphors, and/or personification. Also, you must 
remember, no matter how descriptive a poem may be, it is not to be used to state 
the obvious. We all know that the sky is blue, for example. What you need to 
express in your poem is: 

o What you felt when you saw the blue sky? 
o  What emotions did it evoke within you?  
o What you were going through at the time? 
o How did seeing the blue sky change or enhance your feelings at that 

moment of time?  
With your words, you have to convey what you feel or felt. The readers have 

to understand the depth of what you were going through. A poem is essentially 
about the poet’s emotions expressed through figurative language. 
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Take out your notebook and open up to the poetry research task.  Earlier you 

chose to research specific components of poetry.  Now it is your turn to try these 
components out.  There is a minimum requirement of examples listed in the 
directions.  You can always choose to do more.  These directions are to help you 
draft your ideas for the final product you are handing in.   
 
 Figurative Language: 

 
1. Review your research on the figurative language examples in your notebook. 
2. Write 5 original examples of your own using the same component you were 

researching on a loose leaf paper.  Write the name of the component at the 
top center of the page.  

3. Choose 2 of your examples from step two and star them.  Design a picture 
that represents each of your ideas on a plain unlined paper (so you will have 
two different pictures).  You can draft your drawing in your notebook.  Add 
detail and color/shading to help enhance your vision. 

4. Write 3 original poems based on your pictures on separate loose leaf papers. 
Try to include 3 components of the specific figurative language you have 
been researching in each of the poems.  Place a star next to each of the 
examples of the component.   

5. Choose 1 poem to edit and rewrite for clarity. Your poem must have a clear 
image and comparisons between two different things. (You can create clean 
copies as each point.) 
 Look over the poem on your own and use a blue pen to self edit.  
 Meet with a peer and edit in green pen.   
 Meet with the teacher and edit in red pen.   

6. The final draft needs to be published using appropriate programs on the 
Tablet or laptop.  Include an illustration of one of the examples of the 
figurative language component you have chosen to focus on for this task.  
You may hand draw or use Tablet technology to create your illustrations.  
Illustrations must be created by you and not taken from clipart or the 
internet.  

7. Create a cover sheet with your name and the figurative language component 
you have chosen to focus on. 

8. Place papers in order, paperclip, and hand in for evaluation. (Remember the 
numbers are minimums.  You may include more but not less.) 
 Cover sheet 
 5 original examples 
 2 drawings of your examples 
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 3 poems based on your drawings 
 Drafts of poem chosen 
 Final poem with illustration 

Words in the final poem  
o Create an image 
o Use comparisons between two different things  

 
If you are having a hard time, try the following. 

A way to get past the barrier of writing about emotions is to take ordinary things 
from your daily life and write down whatever ‘feeling’ words come to your mind 
when you see the object. Such a list will come in handy and is a good way to 
practice. 



Free Verse Poetry 
 

Task 8 

 

Rubric: 
Criterion Distinctive Proficient Basic Incompetent Score 

Component of Poetry in finial draft: 
Figurative Language-
Imagery 
 

Reader can see 
detailed pictures 
 

15 pts 
 

Reader can see 
clear pictures 

 
14-11 pts 

Reader sees fuzzy 
pictures 
 

10-1 pts 

Reader sees no 
picture 
 

0 pts 
 

 

Figurative Language-
Comparison 
 

Three similes, 
metaphors, or 
personifications 
 

19 pts 
 

Two similes, 
metaphors, or 
personifications 
 

15 pts 
 

One simile, 
metaphor, or 
personification  
 

14 pts 

No simile, 
metaphor, or 
personification  
 

0 pts 

 

Overall use of figurative 
language  

Has controlled 
use and is subtle 

in delivery 
 

25 pts 
 

Uses effective  
 
 
 

24 pts 

Overuses of under 
uses other 
elements 

 
20-10 pts 

 

Uses no figurative 
language 

 
 

0 pts 
 

 

Writing Process: 
Evidence of revision 
from rough draft to 
finial draft 
 

Outstanding- the 
growth process is 
evident from first 

to finial poem 
 

15pts 
 

Present- worked 
through poem and 

made some 
effective changes 

 
14-12 pts 

 

Developing-some 
changes were 

attempted but not 
very effective 

 
11-1 pts 

 

No revision 
attempted 

 
 
 

0 pts 
 

 

Conferencing 
 

Used conference 
with peer & 
teacher to 
improve work 
 

10 pts 
 

Conference with 
peer & teacher  
 
 
 

8 pts 
 

One conference 
with peer or 
teacher 
 
 

6 pts 

No conference  
 
 
 
 

0 pts 

 

Conventions 
 

Superior spelling, 
usage, 
punctuation, & 
capitalization; 
legible   
 
 

5 pts 

Acceptable errors, 
in spelling, usage, 
punctuation, & 
capitalization (1-2 
errors); legible   
 
 

4 pts 

Frequent errors, 
in spelling, usage, 
punctuation, & 
capitalization (3 
or more errors); 
legible   
 

3 pts 

Errors, in 
spelling, usage, 
punctuation, & 
capitalization 
make reading not 
possible; 
marginally legible   

0 pts 
 

 

Organization 
*Cover sheet 
*5 original examples 
*2 drawing examples 
*3 poems based on 
drawings 
*Drafts of poem chosen 
*Final poem with 
illustration 

All included, 
properly titled, 
and in order 
 
 
 

5 pts 

All included but 
may or may not 
be properly title 
or in order 
 
 

4 pts 

Missing 1-3 parts 
included may or 
may not be  
properly title or in 
order  
 

3 pts 

Missing more 
than 3 parts may 
or may not be 
properly title or in 
order  
 

2-1 pts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Use of Technology 
 

    
Final poem published using 
technology. 

 

 Uses appropriate 
technology to present 
product.   

4 pts 

Attempts to use 
appropriate technology 
to present product. 

3 pts 

Does not attempt 
use of technology 

0 pts 

 

Illustration (if created with use 
of a computer) 

 

Illustrations 
appropriately created 

  Illustrations 
inappropriately created 
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using technology  
   Add point 
 

using technology  
Subtract point 

Total Score /100 
 


