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Task 06 

Task 06: Writing a reflective journal 

Standards: 
 
C.R3 Identify important components of free verse poetry (e.g. line breaks, 

stanza, writer’s voice, sensory detail or imagery, tone, symbolism, theme, 
personification, metaphor, simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia) 

C.R4 Interpret and analyze the components used to convey meaning in free 
verse poetry  

 
Task 6:  
 
Love That Dog is a short book written in poetic verse.  We read the journal entries 
of a young boy as he develops through the school year.  He is continually 
responding to his teacher as he explores poetry and its components. 
 
Four- 
60 minute 
sessions 

Read aloud Love That Dog.  If students do not have their own 
copies, use Elmo to show the text of the book as you read.  Have 
students stop to respond and talk about Jack, the poems he has 
been reading, his response to the poems, and the poems he is 
attempting to compose.  (Poems his teacher reads are provided in 
the back of the book.) 
 
There are many examples of components of free verse in the 
book.  Below is a short list of possible examples of similes and 
metaphors the teacher can use to point out to the class as they 
read the book:  
 
“blue car…speeding by like a comet in the sky” (p. 8) 
“Sometimes when you are trying to think about something it 
keeps popping back into your head…until your brain feels like a 
squished pea.” (p. 64) 
About the spell check inside the computer: “It is like a miracle…a 
little helper brain” (p. 67) 
About Walter Dean Myers’ voice: “low and deep and friendly and 
warm like it was reaching out and wrapping us all up in a big 
squeeze” 
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About Myers’ laugh:“like it was coming from way deep down and 
bubbling up and rolling and tumbling out into the air” (p. 83) 
“love that dog —like a bird loves to fly” page 86 
 

1- 
40 minute 
period 

Students write about three verses by identifying a component in 
each and interpreting what it means. 
 
 
 

 
For Student- 
 
There are many ways a poet can paint a picture in a reader’s mind with words. 
They include similes, metaphors, and more. We have been exploring how the 
author uses free verse components in Love That Dog.  
 
Your Job is to write a reflective journal entry  
 Look through Love That Dog  
 Choose three different verses with vivid mental pictures 
 For each of the three verses: 

o Identify the component used 
o  Figure out what the poet was trying to communicate by using a component 

(If the verse has more than one component then chose to focus on only 
one.) 
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Rubric 
 

Criteria 4 3 2 1 Points 
Verse 1  

Identifying  
  Accurate Missing  

interpretation 
 Accurate 

Mostly 
Accurate 

Vague Missing or unclear 
 

Verse 2  
Identifying  

   Accurate Missing  

interpretation 
 Accurate 

Mostly 
Accurate 

Vague Missing or unclear 
 

Verse 3  
Identifying  

  Accurate Missing  

interpretation 
 Accurate 

Mostly 
Accurate 

Vague Missing or unclear 
 

Organization of ideas     

   
Reader can 

follow writer’s 
thoughts 

Reader has a 
difficult time 

following writer’s 
thoughts 

 

                                                                                                                             Total Score /20 
Multiple score by 3 /60 

 

 


