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Overview: 

Free verse poetry gives students the opportunity to read powerful writing and explore elements 

of effective writing.  In poetry, words become powerful tools that can inspire emotion, create a 

vivid image, or relay a message.  As students explore poetry, they learn the importance of 

components such as figurative language, theme, and mood.  They use higher levels of Bloom’s 

taxonomy as they decipher the message of the poems.  Also, by extract meaning they can apply 

what they have learned to their own experiences and understandings.    

From the beginning of the unit students are immersed in poetry as they listen to and practice 

reading fluently.  Through the immersion students, are able to learn about the various 

components of poetry.  This will also give them the tools they can use in their own writing.  This 

unit was designed to gradually construct students’ knowledge and ability to write poetry.   

It is also important to note poetry can be used as springboard.  Students can continue 

discussing, interpreting, and analyzing many types of writing.  Their knowledge of the different 

components used to write effective poetry can also be used in other areas of writing. Students 

can also continue building the ability to extract meaning from written works. What students 

started in this unit can be the building blocks for the rest of the year! 
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Unit Content: 

Task 01:  Evaluating Fluency 

Standard: 

C.R1  Demonstrate an understanding of reading fluently  
 

Task 02: Practicing Fluency 

Standards: 
C.R1  Identify what reading fluently sounds like 
P.1   Participate in group discussion effectively (e.g. actively listening, taking turns, 

communicating clearly, and paraphrasing)  
 

Task 03: Poetry Café 

Standards: 
C.R2  Reads fluently  
  

Task 04:  Exploring Elements of Poetry 

Standards: 
C.R3 Identify important components of free verse poetry (e.g. line breaks, stanza, writer’s 

voice, sensory detail or imagery, tone, symbolism, theme, personification, metaphor, 

simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia) 

C.R4  Interpret and analyze the components used to convey meaning in free verse poetry  

 
Task 05: Poetry Pamphlet  

Standards: 
C.R3 Identify important components of free verse poetry (e.g. line breaks, stanza, writer’s 

voice, sensory detail or imagery, tone, symbolism, theme, personification, metaphor, 

simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia) 

C.R4 Interpret and analyze the components used to convey meaning in free verse poetry  

P.T1 Use available technology (e.g., Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher) to present ideas 

and products 

 
Task 06: Writing a reflective journal 

Standards: 
C.R3 Identify important components of free verse poetry (e.g. line breaks, stanza, writer’s 

voice, sensory detail or imagery, tone, symbolism, theme, personification, metaphor, 

simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia) 

C.R4  Interpret and analyze the components used to convey meaning in free verse poetry  
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Task 07: Researching Poems   

Standards:  
C.R3 Identify important components of free verse poetry (e.g. line breaks, stanza, writer’s 

voice, sensory detail or imagery, tone, symbolism, theme, personification, metaphor, 

simile, alliteration, onomatopoeia) 

C.R4  Interpret and analyze the components used to convey meaning in free verse poetry  

C.R5 Extract meaning (e.g. drawing conclusions, comparing to own experience, use prior 

knowledge and other texts to construct meaning) 

 
Task 08:  Look, Smell, Hear, Taste and Feel It 
Explore Figurative Language 
 

Standards: 
C.W1  Compose free verse poetry using important components  

C. W2  Edit documents for clarity 

P.T1 Use available technology (e.g., Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher) to present ideas 

and products 

 

Task 09:  What I Want You to Focus on and Understand 
Theme and Message 
 
Standards: 
C.W1  Compose free verse poetry using important components  

C. W2  Edit documents for clarity 

P.T1 Use available technology (e.g., Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher) to present ideas 

and products 

 

Task 10:  Somber and Tragic or Silly and Light?  
Finding the Mood 
 

Standards: 
C.W1  Compose free verse poetry using important components  

C. W2  Edit documents for clarity 

P.T1 Use available technology (e.g., Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher) to present ideas 

and products 
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Task Number of Sessions- duration Points 

Task 01:  Evaluating Fluency  
 

1- 60 minute  
1- 60 minute  

 

45 pts 

Task 2: Practicing Fluency 
 

4- 20 minute  
4- 60 minute 

 

45 pts 

Task 3: Poetry Café 
 

1- 60 minute 40 pts 

Task 04:  Exploring Elements of 
Poetry 

 

5- 60 minute  
1- 60 minute  

100 pts 

Task 5: Poetry Pamphlet  
 

2- 60 minute  120 pts 

Task 6: Writing a reflective 
journal 
 

4- 60 minute  
1-40 minute  

60 pts 

Task 07: Researching Poems   
 

2 to 3- 60 minute 100 pts 

Task 08:  Look, Smell, Hear, 
Taste and Feel It 
Explore Figurative Language 
 

2 to 3- 60 minute 100 pts 

Task 09:  What I Want You to 
Focus on and Understand 
Theme and Message 
 

2 to 3- 60 minute  100 pts 

Task 10:  Somber and Tragic or 
Silly and Light?  
Finding the Mood 
 

2 to 3- 60 minute 100 pts 
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