
Task #4 

Debate: King vs. Pope 

 
 

Standard: 
 

1.  The students will be able to explain the influence of king and church on medieval society and how the power 

shifted over time. 

2.  The students will be able to work collaboratively with other students by giving ideas and suggestions & 

seriously consider the ideas of other.  

3. The students will be able to self-assess their work by determining their strengths, weaknesses, and areas of 

improvement. 

 

 

 

Task: 
 

In the Middle Ages the pope was the head of the Christian Church. Because nearly everyone went to church 

the pope had great power. People saw the pope as God's representative on Earth. As expected, the king who 

ruled the land and all of the people living on the land believed they should have the greatest of power of all.  As 

popes worked to increase their power, they often came into conflict with kings.  This hostility and conflict 

between popes and kings will lay the groundwork for our debate. A debate is a formal method of a verbal 

argument. People can disagree with opposing views in a structured setting that gives all participants a chance to 

present and defend their arguments as well as reach conclusions about the arguments of their opponents.  

This will be a two day activity in which the whole class will hold a debate. Mr. Kaciuba will be assigning 

each student their role for this debate.  You will either be defending the king’s side or the pope’s side.  For this 

debate you will be arguing who deserves the power of ruling the country, the pope or the king.  Using the 

reading you will form arguments for either side.  Mr. Kaciuba will also be assigning you to a group.  Each of 

the two sides will have two separate groups (four groups total). For the first half of class, the students in the four 

small groups will be developing arguments and counter arguments for their side.  After half the class is over you 

will join together with the other group and share ideas and thoughts. For this task you must... 

  

1. Work with others in your group to formulate ideas and arguments defending your position. 

2. Use historical facts from the reading to support your position.   

3. Consider the arguments and ideas from the other group. 

4. Counter the opposing views with well supported evidence.  

5. Participate in the debate.  

6. Reflect on how well you and your fellow group members worked as a group, by completing a reflection 

sheet at the end of the debate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Rubric: 
 

 

 

Criteria 1 3 5 

 

Historical Accuracy 

Provided few details 

or inaccurate or 

irrelevant information 

in arguments 

Provided adequate 

information that is 

accurate but needs 

more details in  

argument 

Provided sufficient 

details and historically 

accurate information 

in  main argument 

 

 

Participation 

Student participated  

in the debate by 

forming their own 

argument or 

challenging the 

arguments of others 

 

 

X 

Student participated in 

the debate by forming 

their own argument 

AND challenging the 

arguments of others 

 

 

Delivery of ideas 

Often hard to hear 

student or student 

seem lost or confused 

 

Most of the time the 

student spoke clearly 

and confidently 

Student expresses 

ideas clearly to 

audience in confident 

manner 

 

 

Challenges & 

Rebuttals 

 

Student seems totally 

unprepared for 

opponents’ points and 

make few rebuttals 

Adequate preparation 

for opponents’ 

arguments but needs 

stronger rebuttals 

Student has prepared 

for points by 

opponent and 

responds to arguments 

with evidence 

 

Participated in 

group discussion 

 

 

Rarely 

 

Sometimes 

 

Often 

 

Gave ideas and 

suggestions that 

helped the group 

 

 

Rarely 

 

 

Sometimes 

 

 

Often 

 

 

 

Listened to others 

 

 

 

 

Rarely 

 

 

Sometimes 

 

 

Often 

 
 
 
 
 

Total Points:  /35 
 
 
 
 


