
Task #6 

 
Prewriting: 4 Square Model 

Content Standards
1. TSWBAT effectively use prewriting strategies to organize their ideas. 

: 

 
Task
Students will choose one topic from their brainstorming web that they will be writing 
about.  Then they will transfer their topic and reasons to the 5 square model.  The first 
square represents an outline for the introduction paragraph and conclusion paragraph.  In 
the first square, the bullets are where they students put their 3 reasons they will discuss in 
the persuasive.  The following three squares are used as an outline for the body 
paragraphs.  Each reason has its own square and the bullets are where the students decide 
3 details that describe each reason.  Model this brainstorming technique for the students.  
Explain that the point of this is to help students develop details that support each reason, 
and to organize all the information into 5 separate paragraphs (the 1

: 

st

 

 square being the 
intro/concl. paragraphs, and the last 3 being the body paragraphs).  Tell the students that 
they will be graded on how accurately they complete the 4 square model.  However, the 
most important part is that they include details to each reason that will help to persuade 
the audience. 

1. Students have accurately completed the 4 square model. 
Criteria 

2. The students have added details to each reason that will help to persuade the 
audience. 

 

 
Rubric 

0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points Total 
 

Accurately 
Completes 4 

Square 
Model 

4 square 
model is 
totally 

incomplete. 

4 square 
model has 
numerous 

blanks 
and/or not 
completed 
accurately. 

4 square 
model is 

completed 
somewhat 

accurately or 
is somewhat 
incomplete. 

4 square 
model is 

completed 
accurately as 

modeled.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

/3 
 

Details 
Added 

 
 

No details 
added 

Lack of 
details for 

each reason, 
and/or 

details some 
details are 

weak. 

Most 
reasons have 
3 details or 

some details 
somewhat 

strong. 

Each reason 
has 3 strong 
details that 

will 
persuade the 

audience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

x3     /9 
Total     /13 

Comments: _____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 


