
Task #5 

 
Prewriting: Brainstorming Web 

Content Standards
1. TSWBAT effectively use prewriting strategies to organize their ideas. 

: 

 
Task
Overview: 

: 

1. During this activity, the students will create a brainstorming web of ideas they 
might want to write their 5 paragraph persuasive essay on. 

Introductory Activity: 
1. Explain to the students that they are going to begin the process for writing a good 

5 paragraph persuasive essay. 
2. However they can’t just start writing. 
3. Explain what the prewriting stage of the writing process and that good writers 

always use prewriting strategies before they being writing. 
4. Have the students discuss why they think it is important to go through the 

prewriting stage. 
5. Have a grand conversation on the importance of prewriting. 

Group Activity: 
1. Model a brainstorming web allowing for student input whenever possible. 
2. Use attached web template. 
3. In the circles labeled “Idea” write a possible topic for a persuasive essay. 
4. In the rectangles around each idea, write 3 strong reasons that can be used to 

persuade the reader. 
5. Discuss how you may not be able to come up with 3 strong reasons for each idea, 

so that means that when it comes time to decide what topic to write on, if you the 
reasons are not strong, then probably won’t choose that topic. 

6. Explain to students that this is similar to what good writers do when they are 
trying to decide a topic for their writing piece. 

Individual Practice: 
1. Have students brainstorm ideas for their own persuasive piece. 
2. Have them use the same web template.  

Conclusion Activity: 
1. Have students share their web with a partner. 
2. Explain that they will need to choose which idea they will be using to write about. 
3. Explain that they should choose one that they feel they have the strongest reasons 

that they can use to persuade the reader. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Students have 4 ideas for what they can write their persuasive piece on. 
Criteria 

2. Students have 3 reasons for each idea that can be used to persuade the reader. 
 

 
Rubric 

0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points Total 
Number of 

Ideas 
0 ideas for 
persuasive 

on web. 

1 idea for 
persuasive 

on web. 

2 ideas for 
persuasive 

on web. 

3 ideas for 
persuasive 

on web. 

4 ideas for 
persuasive 

on web. 

 
 

/4 
 

Number of 
Reasons 

0-2 total 
reasons 

included in 
the web. 

3-5 total 
reasons 

included in 
the web. 

6-8 total 
reasons 

included in 
the web. 

9-11 total 
reasons 

included in 
the web.  

12 total 
reasons 

included in 
the web.  

(3 per idea) 

 
 
 
 

x3     /12 
Total      /16 
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