
 
 
Standards – Task 5 
 

• Students will apply research information in order to take a position on a topic.  
• Students will apply organization skills. 
• Students will use appropriate word choice when producing persuasive documents.  

 
 
 

Proposal Task 
 
Suppose that you and your classmates want to use your school’s public address system to 
broadcast music.  The music would be heard only in non-classroom areas before school 
and during breaks between classes.  
 
You already know your audience – teachers and administrators.  Your goal is to convince 
them that a student-run music service is a good idea, one that they should seriously 
consider.  One way to do this is to write a proposal in which you state what you want 
your audience to think and do, and then give reasons or evidence to back up your 
argument.  
 
In your proposal clearly state your position/opinion.  Gather evidence to support your 
reasons.  Use at least one example of a fact, statistic and example in your proposal.  
 
 
Keep in Mind: 
 
Your audience.  
Make sure you state what you want your audience to think and do.  
Give at least 3 reasons, or evidence to back up your argument.  
Clearly state your position, opinion.  
Make sure to use at least one fact, one statistic and one example in your proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Proposal Rubric 
 
 
 5 3 1 0  

Weight 
 
 
 
 
 
Word 
Choice  

Definite 
emotional 
appeal to word 
choice.  Lively 
action verbs, 
colorful 
adjectives and 
definite 
attempt by the 
writer to use 
new and varied 
words.  

Somewhat 
emotional 
appeal to word 
choice.  
Occasional 
lively action 
verbs & colorful 
adjectives.  A 
modest attempt 
by the writer to 
use new and 
varied words.  

 Little emotional 
appeal to word 
choice.  Few 
lively action 
verbs & colorful 
adjectives.  Little 
effort by writer to 
use new and 
varied words. 

 
 
 
X2 

 
Position 
Statement 

Statement 
specifically 
states what you 
want your 
audience to 
think and do 

Statement 
somewhat states 
what you want 
your audience to 
think and do.  

Statement is 
unclear as to 
what you want 
your audience 
to think and do  

Statement is 
missing from 
proposal.  

 
x2 

 
Evidence 

3 reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to 
your topic. 

2 reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to your 
position. 

1 reason is 
stated that is 
relevant to 
your position. 

No reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to your 
position. 

 
x2 

 
 
Fact, 
Example,  
Statistic 

There is a 
relevant 
example of a 
fact, example 
and statistic 
used to support  
Proposal. 

There is a 
relevant 
example of two 
different types 
of evidence used 
to support your 
proposal.  

Only one type 
of evidence is 
used to support 
opinion and is 
relevant to 
your proposal.  

No evidence is 
used to support 
your opinion. 

 
 
x3 

 
 
 
 
 
Organization 

Compelling 
opening, 
informative 
middle, and 
satisfying 
conclusion. 
Writing stays 
on topic. 

Writing has a 
beginning, 
middle and end. 
Writing stays on 
topic 

My writing is 
somewhat 
organized. Can 
be difficult to 
identify 
beginning, 
middle and end 
because 
writing is 
sometimes off 
topic. 

Writing is aimless 
and disorganized. 

 
 
 
 
x1 



 


