
 
 
 
Standards – Task 6 
 
 
 
 

• Students will produce documents that exhibit a range of persuasive writing 
techniques that contain topic sentences, position statements, support for 
position statements, and proposals using formats suitable for submission. 

• Students will apply effective organization skills in writing.  
 

 
 

Living in the Past 
 
Choose a time the United States’ past when you might like to have lived.  Make a chart 
detailing the pros and cons of living at that time.  (You should have a minimum of seven 
pros and  seven cons.)  Determine whether your opinion is still the same after your 
investigation of the topic.  After you have compiled your evidence write a minimum of 
three (3) paragraphs persuading the reader of your viewpoint of which era would be 
better to live.  You should include a minimum of 3 reasons why you prefer to live at that 
time.  (Attach your chart to your essay when you turn it in.) 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep in Mind: 

• On your chart did you list a minimum of seven pros and seven cons? 
• Did you use appropriate word choice when writing your paper? (Do not include 

any “dead words.”)  
• Words should be descriptive so that your audience will get a clear picture of what 

it was like to live at that time and why it is better/worse to live in the present. 
• Is your paper organized with a beginning, middle and end? 
• Did you state your opinion at the beginning of the essay? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Living in the Past Rubric 

 
 5 3 1 0 Weight 
Chart  7pros & cons are 

listed that are 
relevant to your 
position 

4-6 pros & 
cons are listed 
that are 
relevant to your 
position 

1-3 pros & cons 
are listed that are 
relevant to your 
position 

Chart was not 
attached to paper.  

x1 

Organization  Compelling 
opening, 
informative 
middle, and 
satisfying 
conclusion. 
Writing stays on 
topic.  

Writing has a 
beginning, 
middle and 
end. Writing 
stays on topic 

My writing is 
somewhat 
organized. Can 
be difficult to 
identify 
beginning, 
middle and end 
because writing 
is sometimes off 
topic.  

Writing is aimless 
and disorganized. 

x2 

Grammar Correct grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation are 
used throughout 
the letter.  0-2 
mistakes.  

Mostly correct 
grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation are 
used 
throughout 
most of the 
letter 3-4 
errors. 

Somewhat 
correct grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation are 
used throughout 
some of the 
letter. 5-6 errors 

There are numerous 
errors in grammar, 
punctuation and 
spelling making it 
difficult to read 
your letter.  More 
than 7 errors.   

x1 

Evidence 
Support of  
Position  
Statement 
 

3 reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant and 
support your 
position. 

2 reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant and 
support your 
position. 

1 reason is stated 
that is relevant 
and supports   
your position. 

No reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to your 
position. 

x3 

Topic 
Sentence 

Topic sentence is 
clear and lets the 
reader know what 
your paper is 
about. 

The topic 
sentence is 
somewhat 
clear. The 
reader has to 
“look around” 
to tell what 
your paper is 
about 

 The topic sentence 
is unclear or 
missing. 

x1 

Position 
Statement 

The position 
statement is a 
clear strong 
statement of the 
author’s position 
on the topic. 

Position 
statement 
provides a 
statement of 
the author’s 
position on the 
topic. 

A position 
statement is 
present, but the 
author’s position 
is not clear. 

There is no position 
statement.  

x2 



 


