
 
 
 
 
 
Standards – Task 8 

• Students will apply research information in order to take a position on a topic.  
• Students will apply the rules of grammar. 
• Students will use appropriate word choice when producing persuasive documents.  
• Students will produce documents that exhibit a range of persuasive writing 

techniques that contain topic sentences, position statements, support for position 
statements, and proposals using formats suitable for submission. 

 
 
 
 
 

Jewelry Task 
 
Suppose that you want to start a business, such as designing jewelry.  First, though, you 
must persuade a relative or friend to lend you money.  Gather some persuasive evidence, 
and write a short proposal. (Length 1-2 paragraphs) 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep in Mind: 
 

• Include a statement of purpose.  
• Offer a variety of evidence to support your position.  
• Be directed to a specific audience.  
• Length 2-3 paragraphs.  
• Check for grammar and spelling.  
• Use complete sentences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Jewelry Rubric 
 5 3 1 0 Weight 

Word Choice Definite emotional 
appeal to word 
choice.  Lively 
action verbs, 
colorful adjectives 
and definite 
attempt by the 
writer to use new 
and varied words. 

Somewhat 
emotional appeal 
to word choice.  
Occasional lively 
action verbs & 
colorful 
adjectives. A 
modest attempt to 
use new and 
varied words.  

 Little o r no 
emotional appeal 
to word choice.  
Verbs and 
adjectives are 
ordinary.  Little 
or no attempt by 
the writer to use 
new and varied 
words.  

x1 

Position 
Statement 

The position 
statement is a clear 
strong statement of 
the author’s position 
on the topic.  
Definitely know 
how you feel about 
the subject matter. 

Position statement  
provides a 
statement of the 
author’s position 
on the topic.  Know 
how you feel about 
subject matter. 

A position 
statement is present 
but the author’s 
position is not 
clear.  Unable to 
tell how you feel 
about the subject 
matter. 

There is no 
position 
statement.  

x2 

Grammar, 
punctuation 
and spelling 

Correct grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation are 
used throughout 
the letter.  0-2 
mistakes.  

Mostly correct 
grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation are 
used throughout 
most of the letter 
3-4 errors.  

Somewhat 
correct grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation are 
used throughout 
some of the 
letter. 5-6 errors. 

There are 
numerous errors 
in grammar, 
punctuation and 
spelling making 
it difficult to read 
your letter.  More 
than 7 errors.   

x1 

 Evidence 3 reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to your 
position. 

2 reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to your 
position. 

1 reason is stated 
that is relevant to 
your position. 

No reasons are 
stated that are 
relevant to your 
position.  

x2 

Paragraph 3 paragraphs 2 paragraphs  1 paragraph  x2 
Fact, 
Example, 
Statistic 

There is a relevant 
example of a fact, 
example and 
statistic used to 
support proposal. 

There is a 
relevant example 
of two different 
types of evidence 
used to support 
your proposal.  

Only one type of 
evidence is used 
to support 
opinion and is 
relevant to your 
proposal.  

  

Proposal Student grasps the 
concept of a 
written proposal. 

  Student does not 
grasp the concept 
of a written 
proposal.  

x1 

Complete 
Sentences.  

Student uses 
complete 
sentences 70% or 
more of the time. 

  Student uses 
complete 
sentences less 
than 70% of the 
time.  

x1 



 
 
 
 


