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Socratic Seminar - Summative 

Standards 
SL.7.1.c: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 
SL.7.1.d: Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modifies their own views.  

Task Description 

 You have just published your argument essay: “Did the zoo make the right decision in euthanizing the 
giraffe or not?” You know your argument inside and out. For this discussion, you are to take the opposing view. 

Successful participation in our Socratic Seminar requires you do the following: 

1. Read the new article about the Copenhagen Zoo: “Copenhagen Zoo Kills 4 Lions after Controversial Giraffe Death” 
2. In this discussion you are going to take the opposing view.  
3. Have 3 – 5 questions ready to support your new position. 

 
The Socratic will be conducted over two days, giving each of you time to share and get feedback from your peers. The 
class is split into inner and outer circles. If you are inner circle on the first day, you are outer circle tomorrow. 
 
Rubric 
 

Criteria Exemplary Proficient Developing 
Pose questions that 
elicit elaboration 

• Questions are insightful 
and clearly references text 
to support reasoning 

• Questions are insightful, 
but occasionally 
references text to 
support reasoning 

• Most questions do 
not reference text 

Responds to others' 
questions 

• Response to questions is 
respectful, on topic, and 
includes paraphrasing for 
understanding and next 
steps. 

• Response to questions 
is respectful, on topic, 
and includes 
paraphrasing for 
understanding. 

• Comments are off 
topic or irrelevant; 
exchange is not 
respectful 

Acknowledges new 
information expressed 
by others  

• Relates to multiple 
perspective / ideas by 
summarizing, and compare 
and contrasting to their 
own  

• Demonstrates 
recognition and 
understanding of others’ 
perspectives through 
paraphrasing 

• Struggles to reflect 
and paraphrase 
alternate perspective 
accurately 

Modifies their own 
views if warranted 

• Student’s own thinking 
becomes more complex and 
they can clearly articulate 
the changed perspective 
and its impact. 

• Student’s own thinking 
changes and is able to 
acknowledge change but 
unable to articulate its 
immediate impact. 

• Student struggles to 
reflect and 
paraphrase alternate 
perspectives 
accurately. 
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/03/140326-lions-copenhagen-zoo-killing-animals-world-science/
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