
Tough Boris
Word Choice and Voice 

- Point of View 

Standards: 
• Demonstrate focus and organization in written compositions. 
• Use describing words to enhance writing. 
• Use a variety of interesting and creative words. 
• Write with the character’s feelings in mind. 

Task: 
Read Tough Boris

 

 by Mem Fox. After reading the story, think about the character of 

Boris. What kind of person is he? How would you describe him to someone else? Write a 

paragraph describing Boris from the stowaway’s point of view. Remember that a 

paragraph needs a topic sentence and a conclusion sentence. It also needs at least 4 

detail sentences. Remember to use adjectives and describing words to tell about Boris. 

3 2 0-1 

Topic Sentence A clear topic sentence 
begins the paragraph. It 
expressed the main idea 

of the paragraph. 

A topic sentence begins 
the paragraph. It could 
be more focused on the 

main idea of the 
paragraph. 

The topic sentence did 
not express a main idea. 

It was not a complete 
sentence or was too 

confusing to understand 
the author's main idea 
or no topic sentence is 

present. 
Details 

(x2) 

The paragraph included 
at least 4 sentences 
supporting the topic 

sentence, with correct 
flow, function and focus. 

The paragraph included 
2-4 sentences 

supporting the topic 
sentence, but lacked 

some flow, function and 
focus. 

The paragraph structure 
was not clear and 

sentences were not 
related to the topic 

sentence. The paragraph 
lacked focus, flow and 

function. 
Conclusion The concluding 

sentence was interesting 
and summed up the 

main idea of the 
paragraph. 

The concluding 
sentence only partially 
summed up the main 
idea of the paragraph. 

The concluding 
sentence was not 

relevant and did not 
sum up the main idea of 

the paragraph or no 
concluding sentence is 

present. 
Point of View 

(x2) 

The writer expresses 
character's point of 

view. The writer uses 
the character's 
knowledge or 
experience. 

The writer relates some 
of the character's 

knowledge or 
experience. 

The ideas and the way 
they are expressed do 

not belong to this 
character. 

Describing Words 

(x2) 

The story contains 4-5 
creative and accurate 
describing words or 

phrases that contribute 
to the reader’s 

enjoyment. 

The story contains 2-4 
describing words or 

phrases that contribute 
to the reader’s 

enjoyment. 

The story contains 0-3 
simple describing words 

or phrases. 
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