
Pancakes for Breakfast
Organization and Ideas 

 story-writing 

 
Content Standards: 

• Demonstrate focus and organization in written compositions. 
• Write for a variety of purposes including description, information, explanation, 

persuasion and narration. 
• Include important details that relate to the topic. 
• Write with clarity and understanding. 

 
Process Standard: 

• Student will effectively present information orally to an audience. 
 
Task: 
Look at the book by Tomie DePaola Pancakes for Breakfast

 

. This is a wordless picture 

book. Then write a story to match the book. Remember to begin your story with an 

interesting “hook” or introduction. Think about the order of the events in the story. 

Write about what happens at the beginning, the middle and the end of the story. 

Remember to end your story with an interesting conclusion to wrap up your story. Then, 

students will read their stories aloud to the class. Remember to read loud enough and 

with fluency.  
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 3 2 0-1 
Focus 
(x2) 

The story is 
focused on the 

topic. 

The story is 
somewhat focused 

on the topic. 

The story lacks 
key focus on the 

topic. 
Details 

(x2) 
The story provides 
sufficient details to 
support the main 

ideas. 

The story provides 
adequate details to 
support the main 

ideas. 

The story 
provides little or 

no details to 
support the main 

ideas. 
Interesting  The story is 

enjoyable to read 
and has sufficient 

new and 
interesting ideas. 

The story is 
somewhat 

enjoyable to read 
and has adequate 

new and interesting 
ideas. 

The story is 
difficult to read 
and has few or 

no new and 
interesting ideas. 

Structure 
(x2) 

The story is in the 
proper sequence 

and has a 
beginning, middle 

and end. 

The story is missing 
either a proper 
sequence or a 

beginning, middle 
and end.  

The story is not 
in the proper 
sequence and 

does not have a 
beginning, 

middle and end. 
Title  An original and 

interesting title is 
present and 

matches the story. 

An appropriate title 
is present and 

matches the story. 

A title is present, 
but it does not 

match the story 
or no title is 

present. 
Introduction 

(x2) 
The writer has 

included an 
interesting “hook” 

or interesting 
opening that 

matches the story. 

The writer has 
included a “hook” 

or opening that 
matches the story. 

The writer has 
included a 

“hook” or an 
opening that 

does not match 
the story or it is 

not included. 
Conclusion 

(x2) 
The story has an 

interesting ending 
or conclusion that 
matches the story. 

The story has an 
ending or 

conclusion that 
matches the story. 

The ending or 
conclusion does 
not match the 

story or it is not 
present. 

Oral 
Presentation 

Student 
consistently read 
story with fluency 

and showed a 
strong enthusiasm 
and interest in the 

topic. 

Student often read 
story with fluency 

and showed 
enthusiasm in the 

topic. 

Student read 
story slowly and 

with little 
fluency and/or 
did not express 

enthusiasm. 


