
Character Dialogue 
Voice and Ideas 

 
Content Standards: 

• Include important details that relate to the topic. 
• Write with clarity and understanding. 
• Write with the character’s feelings in mind. 
• Write with enthusiasm and personality. 
• Writer speaks to the reader in an engaging way. 

 
Process Standards: 

• Student will effectively present information orally to an audience. 
 

 
Task: 
Read the book I Am the Dog, I Am the Cat

 

 by Donald Hall. Listen to the way the dog 

speaks in the story and the way the cat speaks in the story. Work with a partner to 

choose your own two opposite characters. Create a dialogue between these two 

characters. Keep the idea of Voice in mind. Remember the dialogue between the dog and 

the cat. Make the dialogue interesting and full of personality. Act out the dialogue for 

the class. Remember to keep the character’s personality and feelings in mind. 

3 2 1 

Dialogue Writer creates an 
engaging and effective 
dialogue between the 

two characters. 

Writer creates a simple 
dialogue between two 

characters. 

Writer creates a 
confusing dialogue. 

Characters The reader can clearly 
identify with the 
characters. The 

personalities of the 
characters are well-

defined. 

The reader can identify 
with the characters. The 
characters’ personalities 

are simple. 

The reader has trouble 
identifying with the 

characters. It is difficult 
to define the 

personalities of the 
characters. 

Voice 
(x2) 

The writer speaks to the 
reader in an engaging, 

exciting and/or 
interesting way. 

The writer speaks to the 
reader in a simple way. 

The writer has trouble 
speaking to the reader 
in an interesting way. 

Ideas 
(x2) 

The story is clear, 
focused and holds the 
reader’s attention with 

quality details. 

The story is clear and 
has details. 

The story is unclear and 
it is difficult to hold the 

reader’s attention. 

Acting Student consistently 
read story with fluency 

and showed a strong 
enthusiasm and interest 

in the topic. 

Student often read story 
with fluency and 

showed enthusiasm in 
the topic. 

Student read story 
slowly and with little 

fluency and/or did not 
express enthusiasm. 
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