
Civil War Timeline 
 
Standards: 

 Students will be able to identify and analyze the main causes of the Civil War. 

Students will be able to sequence pivotal battles and events of the Civil War. 

Students will be able to apply research skills to collect information about a topic. 

 

Task: 

 

Now that we have finished reading the chapter in our book on the Civil War, and completed our 

research on our historical figures, it is time to assimilate (or put together) all that we now know about 

the Civil War.  To help organize this information, I would like you to create a timeline of events that 

occurred in this time period.   Your timeline needs to include the following items: 

 A title, your name and clearly marked dates 

 The official start date and end date of the Civil War 

 4 major battles and their significance explained (this should be a short 

explanation; a sentence or less) 

 2 noteworthy figures and the time of their significance (these figures need 

to be other than Abraham Lincoln!) 

 Succession dates for each of the Southern states that left the Union 

 3 events that exemplify the causes of the Civil War (remember the 3 S’s: 

State’s Rights, Sectionalism, and Slavery) 

Once you have identified your events and figures, you need to draw your timeline and included these 

selected events in chronological order.  To help with the organization of your time line, I would like you 

to color code the items that you include.  You should have a timeline key that explains the choice of 

colors that you use to identify and organize the events/figures you include. 

 

Remember, the purpose of a timeline is to share key events/moments from a specific time period with 

an audience.  The information should be easy to find, read and understand.  The timeline should 

encompass all that happened during the time period it sets to explore.  So keep these things in mind as 

you set off to explore what will make up your timeline! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Civil War Timeline 
 
Rubric: 

Criteria Multiplier Unsatisfactory 
( 0 points) 

Developing 
( 1 point) 

Satisfactory 
( 2 points) 

Excellent 
( 3 points) 

Dates for the 
beginning and 
end of the Civil 
War present 

X1 

Not present Only one of 
the two dates 
present on 
timeline 

Both beginning 
and end dates 
present; not 
clearly identified 
on timeline 

Both beginning 
and end dates 
present; clearly 
indentified on 
timeline 

Major battles 
listed with 
significance 
explained  
 

X3 

No major battles 
identified 

Some major 
battles 
identified; no 
significance 
explained 

Most major 
battles identified; 
significance not 
clearly explained 

All major battles 
and their 
significance 
clearly identified 
and explained 

Noteworthy 
figures 
identified and 
significance 
explained 
 

X2 

No noteworthy 
figures identified 

Noteworthy 
figures 
identified; no 
significance 
explained 

Noteworthy 
figures identified; 
significance not 
clearly explained 

Noteworthy 
figures and their 
significance 
clearly identified 
and explained 

Succession 
dates for each 
Southern State 
listed X2 

None included in 
outline 

Some of the 
Southern 
States 
succession 
dates 
indentified 

 All Southern 
States 
succession dates 
identified on 
timeline 

Events 
exemplifying 
the causes of 
Civil War 
identified 
(x2) 

X2 

No events included 1-2 event 
included; 
significance 
not explained 

2-3 events 
included; 
significance not 
clearly explained 

2-3 events 
included; 
significance 
clearly explained 

Timeline has 
title, creator’s 
name 

X1 
No identifying title 
or name is present;  

Either title or 
creator’s name 
is missing 

 Both title and 
creator’s name 
present 

Timeline key 
included 

X2 

No key is included Key is 
included; does 
not distinguish 
with color the 
events listed 

Key is included; 
some events (80% 
or less)  correctly 
indetified by color 
coding 

Key included; 
most events 
(81% or higher) 
correctly color 
coded 

Presentation 
--dates clear 
--neat 
handwriting 
 
 

X3 

Timeline 
unreadable 

Timeline is 
disorganized 
and takes a lot 
of time to 
decipher 

Timeline appears 
neat, most events 
clearly read and 
interpreted 

Timeline is very 
neat and is very 
easily read and 
interpreted 

   


