
National Parks Research Project 
 
Content Standard: 
Construct an argument supported by evidence that changes the physical or biological 
components of an ecosystem affect populations. 

 
Task: 
Using cited, credible sources from the Granger Mall, you will research a National Park of 
your choice and a current environmental issue that impacts your National Park’s 
ecosystem. For example, fires in Rocky Mountain National Park affect the ecosystem by 
burning trees, which destroys wildlife habitat. Based on your research, you will be 
creating an innovative Podcast to address your National Park’s environmental issue and 
its effect on the ecosystem. 
 
Rubric: 
Weight 1 2 3 4 
Content (x3) 

 

The content is 
minimally 
aligned with the 
purpose of the 
project and the 
big idea. Most 
content is 
accurate and 
some detail is 
provided. 

The content is 
fairly aligned 
with the 
purpose of the 
project and the 
big idea. Most 
content is 
accurate and 
some detail is 
provided. 

The content is 
aligned with the 
purpose of the 
project and the 
big idea. All 
content is 
accurate and 
some detail is 
provided. 

The content is 
strongly aligned 
with the 
purpose of the 
project and the 
big idea. All 
content is 
accurate and 
detailed. 

Delivery (x1) 

 

The 
communication 
exhibited does 
not engage the 
audience and 
makes it 
difficult to fully 
comprehend the 
topic. 

The 
communication 
exhibited 
somewhat 
limits audience 
engagement 
and makes it 
difficult to fully 
comprehend the 
topic. 

Rehearsed, 
effective 
communication 
is exhibited and 
an easy to 
understand 
conversational 
style is utilized 
to engage the 
audience. 

Well-rehearsed, 
highly effective 
communication 
with an easy to 
understand 
conversational 
style, which 
engages the 
audience. 

Creativity (x1) 

 

The podcast 
demonstrates 
no or little 
creativity. 

 

The podcast 
demonstrates 
some creativity 
with some 
novel ways of 
presenting the 
information. 

The podcast 
demonstrates 
creativity with 
mostly novel 
ideas of 
presenting the 
information. 

The podcast 
demonstrates 
full creativity 
with completely 
novel ideas of 
presenting the 
information. 



Resources (x1) 

 

The podcast 
does not 
include 
appropriate and 
informative 
sources, which 
support the 
topic. 

 

The podcast 
includes some 
appropriate and 
informative 
sources, which 
support the 
topic. 

 

The podcast 
includes a 
many 
appropriate and 
informative 
sources, which 
support the 
topic and 
reinforce the 
message 
delivered. 

The podcast 
includes a wide 
variety of 
appropriate and 
informative 
sources, which 
support the 
topic and 
reinforce the 
message 
delivered. 

 


