
You Get What You Get Task 

Content Standards:  
Students will describe characters, setting, and major events in a story. 
Students will identify the central message of a fiction story. 

Process Standards: 
Students will produce quality work (i.e., writes name and date, completes all parts of the 
assignment, uses legible handwriting).  

Task: Students will listen to You Get What You Get and complete the attached questions.  

Directions: 
1.) The teacher will read You Get What You Get by Julie Gassman to the class.  Take 

time to make sure students have a basic understanding of the story.  The story may be 
reread an additional time to ensure students are familiar with the story. 

2.) The teacher should not have an in-depth discussion of the characters, setting, plot, or 
central message in the story. 

3.) The teacher will explain the questions on the attached worksheet.  All questions should be 
read aloud to students and students should attempt to answer the questions 
independently. 

4.) The teacher may reread the questions as many times as necessary.  Questions can be 
cut apart so students only work on one portion of the task at a time.  Consider making 
this modifcation if the length of the task is too much to complete in one sitting. 

Additional Materials:  
You Get What You Get by Julie Gassman 



You Get What You Get Rubric 
 

Name:_______________________    Date:________________ 
 Beginning Approaching Secure 

Content Standards 
Character Traits 
(Question #1) 

Does not write an 
accurate trait 

Writes 1-2 accurate 
traits 

Writes 3-4 accurate 
traits 

Character 
(Question #2) 

Agrees with Johnny  
Disagree with Johnny 
and does not support 
answer appropriately 

Disagrees with Johnny 
and supports answer 

appropriately 
Most important 

event 
(Question #3) 

Does not identify most 
important event 

 
Identifies most 
important event  

(1st event) 

Event 
explanation 

(Question #3) 

Does not explain 
thinking and does not 

relate explanation to the 
story 

Explains thinking or 
relates explanation to 

the story  

Explains thinking and 
relates explanation to 

the story 

Central 
Message 

(Question #4) 

Responds that the story 
would not be a good 
story to read to the 

little brother 

Responds that the story 
would be a good story 
to read to the little 
brother but does not 
provide support for 

answer 

Responds that the story 
would be a good story 
to read to the little 
brother and provides 
support for answer 

Quality Work 

Name and Date 
Doesn’t write name or 

date 
Writes name or date Writes name and date 

Work 
Completion 

Doesn’t complete most 
of the assignment 

Completes most of the 
assignment  

Completes all parts of 
the assignment 

Handwriting 
Handwriting is not 

legible 
Handwriting is somewhat 

legible 
Handwriting is legible  

 
 
 



Name: ___________________________                 Date: ________________ 
 

You Get What You Get 
 

1.) Describe Melvin.  Add words around the picture to describe Melvin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.) Melvin acts differently at school than he does at home.  At the 
beginning of the story, Johnny thinks Melvin is better behaved at 
home than he is at school.  Do you agree with Johnny? Why or why 
not? 
 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 



3.) Which event in the story is the most important? (Pick one) 

 Melvin told his sister, “you get what you get and you don’t throw a 
fit!” 

 Melvin got mad when he lost the game. 

 Melvin’s sister wanted to watch “A Pony Called Trouble!”  

Explain why you think that event is the most important. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.) Your little brother throws fits at home all the time.  Would You Get 
What You Get be a good story for your mom and dad to read to 
him?  Explain why or why not. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 


