
Cargo Cat Task 
Content Standards:  
Students will retell stories including key details from the story. 
Students will identify the central message of a fiction story. 
 
Process Standard: 
Students will follow oral directions.  
 
Task: To read Cargo Cat (Level H) and retell the story orally. 
 
Directions:  

1.) Teacher will introduce the book to students by giving the following description, “Carlos 
works at the airport in the cargo department.  The cargo department is the area of the 
airport where people’s suitcases and boxes are kept.  Read to find out what happens 
when Carlos’s pet cat goes missing.”  

2.) For students reading at a level H or above - have them read the story independently.  
For students reading below a level H read the story aloud providing no discussion of 
what’s happening in the story. 

3.) When students are finished reading the story, prompt them to “retell the story.”   
4.) After students are done retelling, ask the following question to help them identify the 

central message of the story.  “What is the central message in the story?” 
5.) Students will read and retell orally one-on-one with the teacher. 
6.) Students can look back at the book if they ask, but do not prompt students to look back 

at the book.  
 
Additional Materials: 
Cargo Cat by Jo Windsor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cargo Cat Retell Rubric 
Name:_______________________________                    Date:________________________ 

 Beginning Approaching Secure 
Retelling - Prompt: Retell the story. 

Characters 
Doesn’t identify any 

main characters 

Identifies one main character by 
name or identifies both 

characters without specific name 
(Guy, man, the cat) 

Identifies both main characters 
by name 

(Cat and Carlos) 

Setting 
Doesn’t identify any 

setting 

Identifies one setting from the 
story 

Identifies two or more settings 
from the story 

(Airport, airplane, cargo shed 
#1 and #2) 

Problem 
Doesn’t identify 

problem 

 

 

Identifies the problem from the 
story 

(Carlos can’t find Cat.) 

Action 
Doesn’t identify any 

action 

Limited 

(Carlos looks for the cat.) 

Complete 

(Carlos tries to call for Cat. 
Carlos sends a message on the 
computer to help find Cat.) 

Solution No solution 

Limited 

(The cat comes back. 
They find the cat.) 

Complete 

(The woman finds cat and 
sends her back to Carlos.) 

Sequence Not in order  
All information told in 

sequential order 
Central Message - Prompt: What is the central message in the story? 

Central  

Does not identify a 
message or message 
does not relate to 

the story 

Identifies minor message 

Identifies central message 

(You should be responsible for 
your pets.) 

Generalized 

Does not identify a 
message from the 

story 

Identifies message related to 
characters from the story 

Generalizes the message to 
apply to any reader 

(You should be responsible for 
your pets.) 

Process Standard 

Follows Oral 
Directions 

Needs more than 3 
reminders to follow 

directions 

Follows directions with 2-3 
reminders 

Follows directions with 1 or 0 
reminders 

Circle One:    Story was read independently   or   Story read aloud to student 


