
Decimals Have a Point- Finding decimals in my life 
 
STANDARDS 
 
Content: Solve problems involving decimal values 
 
Process: Compare and contrast relationships of elements 
 
 
TASK 
 
Are decimal operations useful to you and your family?  Plan to interview someone in your family about a 
recent time they have added, subtracted, multiplied, or divided decimals (having a machine do it for them 
can also count).  Write down the interviewee’s responses to the following: 
 

1. Describe a recent time you added, subtracted, multiplied, or divided decimals. 
 
2. What did the decimal values represent or measure?   
 
3. Why was the operation used? 
 
4. Create a similar (if you remember exact values even better!) problem for me to write down 

and try to solve using paper and pencil. 
 
[Student will solve it showing work] 
 

5. How was your problem solved at the time? (mentally, paper & pencil, machine, etc.) 
 
6. Did you check you answer?  If so what method did you use? 

 
Then, on your own think about the situation the person described in your interview.  Have you or will you 
ever used decimals in a very similar way?  Why do you think this? 
 



RUBRIC 
 

Criteria 3 2 1 Multiplier 
Answers are 

recorded from 
interview 

Complete and easy 
to follow answers are 

recorded from 
interview 

5 - 4 answers are 
completed in easy to 

follow language 

3 - 1 answers are 
completed in easy to 

follow language 

x 2 

Problem from #4 
requires using 

decimal values and a 
mathematical 

operation in order to 
be solved 

 
--------------------- 

Problem requires 
using decimal values 
and a mathematical 
operation in order to 

be solved 

Problem does not 
relate to using 

decimal values and a 
mathematical 

operation 

 

Evidence (work) is 
shown for problem 

that was given in #4 

Work (including 
diagram) clearly 

indicates 
progression of steps 

taken to solve 
problem 

Some work is 
shown, but 1 step is 

missing leaving 
progression difficult 

to follow 

Some work is 
shown, but more 

than 1 step is 
missing leaving 

progression unclear 

 

Calculations needed 
for problem that was 

given in #4 are 
correct 

All calculations 
performed correctly 

to arrive at right 
answer 

1 error in 
calculations 

More than 1 error in 
calculations 

 

Statement 
compares/contrasts 

life to that of 
interviewee 

Clearly stated and  it 
is easy to follow logic 

behind reasoning 
made in statement 

Difficult to follow 
complete logic 

behind reasoning 
made in statement 

Statement is unclear x 2 

 
 

Total _________/20 



 
Are decimal operations useful to you and your family?  Plan to interview someone in your family 
about a recent time they have added, subtracted, multiplied, or divided decimals (having a 
machine do it for them can also count).   
 
Write down the interviewee’s responses to the following: 
 
1. Describe a recent time you added, subtracted, multiplied, and/or divided decimals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What did the decimal values represent or measure?   
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why was the operation used? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Create a similar (or if you remember exact values even better!) problem with decimal 

values for me to write down and try to solve using paper and pencil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Student: Now you solve this problem by showing your work below- if it requires additional 
information ask your interviewee] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decimal Interview 
Name __________________________________ 
6th Grade Math 



 
[Continue interview] 
 
5. How was your problem solved at the time? (mentally, paper & pencil, machine, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Did you check your answer?  If so what method did you use? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Thank your interviewee for their time!] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete this portion on your own: 
 
7. Think about the situation the person described in your interview.  Have you or will you 

ever used decimals in a very similar way?   
         ________________________________ 
 

 If yes, use complete sentences to describe why you (will) share this experience. 
 
 If no, use complete sentences to describe why you will never share this experience. 

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 


