Psychology 342, Fall 2005

Replication Research Project    Due Date: November 16


Overview


Your task for this assignment is to replicate an established effect in social cognition, with a small twist.  You can choose a study that has been described in your textbook/course packet or in lecture, or a related study from any of the topics we’ve covered.  You may work with a partner or alone.  You will collect data and prepare a poster to describe your study, similar to posters that are presented at student research conferences.

Choosing a topic

Pick a topic that we’ve covered so far that interests you.  Locate an original article demonstrating a particular effect.  Given ethical and time constraints, it will be best if you can choose something where the dependent variables can be collected using questionnaires or simple behavioral observation.  Most journal articles include multiple studies and/or manipulate multiple variables within a single experiment.  If your article is complex, choose one or two small pieces of the article to attempt to replicate.  If you need a reference for a study I described in class, let me know.  

Everyone needs to talk to me briefly about the study you will try to replicate.  I need to make sure that every study falls within the range of research acceptable to Western’s human subjects committee.  You should focus on replicating the main findings of the study, however, you should alter the study in some minor way (e.g., by adding a condition you think is important).

Data collection


For this project, it is OK to collect data in a relatively informal manner. (but do take data collection seriously, or the effect is unlikely to work).   Good places to find participants are in Red Square or in the VU.  The sample size for these replications doesn’t need to be as big as the original study, but you should try to have at least 30 participants total.  Talk to me if you would like to use the intro psych students – there is a large pool this quarter so it may be possible.
Preparing the poster


The poster you submit for this project will look similar to a poster that you might submit to a student research conference.  A good resource to look at for how to make a poster is http://www.kumc.edu/SAH/OTEd/jradel/Poster_Presentations/PstrStart.html.  Posters include the same main sections as a research paper:  abstract, introduction, method, results, and discussion, but the text of a poster is considerably shorter than a paper. The introduction should describe why this study was originally done – what is the phenomenon that the original research was trying to demonstrate and why is this important? The method section should describe the participants and the procedures used in data collection.  The results section must include a detailed description of the results you found.  You should compute frequencies or means and standard deviations (whichever is appropriate).  Discuss the pattern of responses.  Did you replicate the effect?  You don’t need to do any inferential statistics (you can if you want to), just describe the trend that you observed.  The discussion section should describe what these findings mean.  What can this study tell us about how people think about social situations?  If your data did not replicate the previous research, what do you think happened?  Speculate on what might be different between your study and the original research.  



You can prepare your poster using a 3’ x 4’ poster board, available at the bookstore or local office supply stores.  If you would prefer, you may print a poster using the Student Technology office in 121 HH (x4300).  If you do this, you should set the dimensions of the poster to 3’ x 4’. (See the handout on Blackboard for how to make posters this way.)

