
You are required to write a 3-4 paper on the representation of jury decision-making in popular culture (worth 40 points). For this assignment, you will choose a film, TV show, or novel focused on the courtroom and analyze whether the theories and strategies discussed in class are represented accurately in the film.  (If you choose a TV show – please turn in a video-recording of the show when you turn in your paper.)

This paper should examine 3-4 issues discussed in class or in your textbook (jury selection, eyewitness testimony, inadmissible evidence, stereotypes and biases, information processing, jury deliberation, etc.) and evaluate how these issues were represented in the film/TV show/novel.  You are free to structure your paper as you wish, but it should include the following:

· Very brief Summary of source (what the movie is about in general – don’t need to describe the plot. Use 1 paragraph or less than half a page)

· Explanation and Description of issues discussed in class (What is the theory? Define the terms.)

· Representation of these issues in your source (how represented? Accuracy?)

· Evaluation of the representation (If not accurate, do you believe this is an extenuating circumstance? Why or why not?)
· General Conclusion (Was this an accurate portrayal of human decision-making?  Why does it matter?  What is the larger picture?)

Students must choose their film/show by July 1, 2004.  Please see me if you have any questions.
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