Psychology 465: Prejudice and Discrimination Across Cultures

Observation Task – DUE DATE=Wednesday, MARCH 7, 2007

Purposes

1) To give you experience observing and thinking about how group memberships affect behavior.  

2) To observe how social categorization affects nonverbal behavior – whether our social group memberships affect how closely we approach others depending on whether they share a category membership with us or not.

Method

Choose TWO different social categories that interest you, and specify at least TWO subgroups within each category. Some possible categories and subgroups might be:

Age: younger, middle, older

Gender: female, male

Ethnicity: Black, Asian, Caucasian, Hispanic, Native American

Weight: skinny, middle, bigger

Height: short, tall

Health: handicapped, able-bodied

Which categories you choose are up to you.  If you have a great idea, but are unsure how well it will work, talk to Alex Schoemann (office=549 Fraser) before doing the assignment.  The divisions above are arbitrary.  Choose your own, but specify your parameters, i.e. Skinny—waist smaller than 28”, Medium—waist between 28”-38”, Large—waist larger than 38”.  Be sure to choose categories you can actually get data for.  People from every subgroup you specify in each category must appear in your data.  For example, don’t include Asians as a category if there were no Asians (or very few) in the line you observe.

Before collecting data, write down some predictions about how far you think people will stand from one another, keeping in mind the planned analyses explained below.

The task: Find a place where people routinely stand in line without accompanying objects that would interfere with the task-- such as grocery carts.  This could be a post office, bank, ATM, movie theatre, enrolment line at Strong Hall, bar line-up etc.  Your location must draw a regular flow of people so that new people are always coming up and replenishing the line.  You must be able to observe the people in line unobtrusively, so as not to affect their behavior.  You will observe the distance that people stand from each other.  Use something with a consistent pattern that you can measure in order to gauge the distance, such as evenly spaced floor tiles.  After finding your observation spot, you will observe at least FORTY pairs of people standing in line.


For each person you observe (the actor—the person joining the line) you will record both category memberships (for the two social categories you chose).  So, is the person who is joining the line male or female and young or old. You will also need to record both category memberships of the target person (the person already standing in line in front of the actor—again, is that person young or old, and male or female, assuming those are the category memberships you selected).  Finally, observe how far the actor is standing from the target person in front of them.  Don’t round too much because rounding sacrifices precision.  Observe each person at the same point in the line, such as when the actor is the third person (using people as both actor and target is fine).  Avoid using people who are obviously together.


Record your observations in a table like this:

	Observation #
	Actor
	Target
	Distance (tiles)
	Inches

	1
	Younger Male
	Older Female
	2.5 tiles
	60

	20
	Older Female
	Younger Female
	2 tiles
	48

	30
	Younger Female
	Younger Female
	1.5 tiles
	36


Results

You will examine your data in two ways:

First, you will see if people stand closer or farther away from those of similar group memberships compared to dissimilar group memberships.  Group your data into four groups based on the similarity of target and actor.  One is a highly similar group, where target and actor share both categories.  You will have two groups of moderately similar persons, one similar on Category A but not B, the other similar on Category B but not A.  The fourth group will consist of target/actor pairs who are dissimilar on both categories.  After dividing people by similarity of the target and actor combination, compute the average actor-target distance for each group, and report it in a table like the one below:

Table 1:  Some Sort of Title for your Table

	Highly Similar
	Mod. Similar (Category A)
	Mod. Similar (Category B)
	Dissimilar

	____ inches
	____ inches
	____ inches
	____ inches


Next you will consider the question of whether people distance themselves from members of certain categories.  Group your data based on the TARGET’s (the person in front) group memberships.  The number of groups you have should be equal to the number of categories in one dimension multiplied by the number of categories in the other dimension.  For instance, if you looked at age and gender, and used three categories for age, you would have 3 X 2 = 6 groups.  Compute an average distance for each group and report them in a table like this:

Table 2:  Some Sort of Title for your Table

	
	Younger
	Middle Aged
	Older

	Female Targets
	____ inches
	____ inches
	____ inches

	Male Targets
	____ inches
	____ inches
	____ inches


Note: You may want to make extra columns on your data sheet:  one for the similarity between the actor and target (table 1), and one for group membership of the target alone (table 2).

Requirements for the Paper

I. A short one or two paragraph introduction stating the purpose of the task in your own words. Give your predictions before you collected your data in the form of hypotheses. Give hypotheses relating to BOTH ways you examined the data –those concerning similarity of target and actor AND those concerning whether a specific target type will be avoided or approached more.

II. A Methods section.  Imagine that you are writing for someone with no knowledge of the assignment, so that they can clearly understand what you did, how, and why you did it.  The reader should be able to go out and repeat the observation task using your method.  This section should include:

• A description of your location and why you chose it.

• Where you sat (or stood) and how you managed to be unobtrusive.

• A detailed description of your technique for estimating distance.

• The social categories you chose, how you defined them, and why you picked those groups.

III. A Results and Discussion section.  In this section you will report your results and give them meaning (do this based on your data, even though we are NOT asking you to compute statistical analyses on your data to assess the likelihood that the differences you obtained are due to chance or not).  This section will include:

• The two tables described above (include titles and units such as inches).

• A summary – a clear description of your results reported in each of the tables.

• Interpretation of your results (explain what you think your results mean). Be sure to talk about both tables separately, since they look at the data in different ways (and answer different questions).  Refer back to your hypotheses! Did your data confirm them, or were the data inconsistent with them.
• Any methodological problems or issues that may have affected the results you obtained.

• Discussion in paragraph form that answers the following questions:

1. Considering your interpretation of both tables, what conclusions can you draw about social categorization and discrimination?

2. How can subtle behaviors such as the distance people stand from one another affect people’s lives?

3. What implications do your results have for prejudice, intergroup relations, and discrimination?

4. Would you have noticed what you found in your observations if you had not been asked to look carefully and systematically?

IV.  Be sure to attach your raw data (observation gathering sheets) to the back of your paper and show or explain your calculations.
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