
Oral Presentation Rubric 
 

 Not yet proficient Proficient Exceptional 

Content Provides some support for 
main points, but needs to 
elaborate further with 
explanations, examples, 
descriptions, etc. 
Explanations of concepts 
and/or theories are 
inaccurate or incomplete.  

Main points are  
substantiated with timely, 
relevant and sufficient 
support. Explanations of 
concepts and theories are 
accurate and complete.  

Depth of content reflects 
thorough understanding 
of the topic. Main points are 
well supported with timely, 
relevant and sufficient 
support. Speaker provides 
precise explanations of key 
concepts and theories and  
draws upon relevant 
literature. 

    

Voice Voice is occasionally or 
often not clear, hard to hear 
and understand. Speaker 
overuses distracting filler 
words (um, well, like), and 
pacing is sometimes 
too fast or too slow. 
 

Clear articulation, 
(understandable, occasional 
vocalized pauses) with 
pacing and volume that are 
appropriately varied. 
 

Voice is clear, easy to hear 
and understand. Speaker 
enunciates, with no 
distracting pauses. Pace is 
neither too fast nor too slow.  
 

    

Overall 
delivery 

Delivery is forced or seems 
unrehearsed, with over-
reliance on notes. Gestures 
or body language suggest 
uneasiness and/or 
apprehension. Mannerisms 
may be distracting. 

 

Effective delivery with 
minimal distracting gestures. 
Body language and gestures 
are not distracting. 
Somewhat conversational 
tone, with minimal reading of 
materials. 
 
 

Natural, confident delivery 
that enhances the message. 
Body language and gestures 
display confidence and 
assist in making points. The 
presentation is a planned 
conversation, not a reading 
of a paper.  

    

Relates to 
audience  

Occasional or infrequent 
eye contact with audience. 
Some or minimal 
awareness of at least a 
portion of the audience. 

Generally aware of and 
responsive to audience 
reactions. Maintains good 
eye contact when speaking. 

Keeps the audience 
engaged throughout the 
presentation and appears to 
be aware of and responsive 
to audience reactions. 
Maintains eye contact 
throughout the presentation. 

    

Visual aids Images and graphics do not 
enhance the reader's 
understanding of or interest 
in the topic particularly well.  

Images and graphics aid the 
reader in understanding the 
topic.  Appropriate 
illustrations and readable 
text reinforce the main topics 
of the presentation. 
 

Images and graphics 
significantly reinforce the 
audience's understanding of 
and interest in the topic. 
Illustrations and text are 
highly effective and aid in 
relaying the speaker’s 
message without being 
distracting. 

    

Response to 
questions 

Speaker demonstrates 
somewhat limited 
knowledge of the topic or 
appears unprepared/ 
uncomfortable answering 
questions. 

Speaker demonstrates 
knowledge of the topic and 
answers questions with 
some elaboration. 
 
 

Speaker consistently gives 
accurate, cogent, dynamic, 
and appropriate answers. 

 



Poster Rubric 

 

 Developing Competent Accomplished 

Content  The poster excludes 
details, examples or other 
information that would  
enable the reader to better 
understand the topic. 

The poster includes 
relevant and interesting 
information about the topic, 
with enough supporting 
detail to enable the reader 
to understand the topic. 

The poster includes 
important, insightful, well-
developed ideas and 
information about 
the topic, which 
increases the reader’s 
understanding and interest. 

Design Layout detracts from 
readability and/or changes 
in font size or do not 
enhance understanding.  

Text is clear and readable. 
Font size and color 
enhance understanding.   

Colors enhance readability, 
layout creatively enhances 
the information and 
changes in font size or 
color enhance 
understanding. 

Visual aids Images and graphics do 
not enhance the reader's 
understanding of or 
interest in the topic 
particularly well. 

Images and graphics aid 
the reader in understanding 
the topic. 

Images and graphics 
significantly reinforce the 
reader's understanding of 
and interest in the topic. 

Organization Information is organized in 
such a way that it does not 
help the reader 
understand the topic. 

Information is logically 
organized in such a way 
that it enables the reader to 
understand the topic. 

Information is 
well organized 
(with clear titles, 
subheadings and white 
space) which aids the 
reader in understanding the 
topic. 

Research Research is somewhat 
incomplete or does not 
directly support the topic. 

Research supports the  
topic/thesis of the poster.  

The poster references 
considerable research that 
includes sound analysis in 
support of the topic/thesis. 

Response to 
questions 

Speaker demonstrates 
somewhat limited 
knowledge of the topic or 
appears unprepared/ 
uncomfortable answering 
questions. 

Speaker demonstrates 
knowledge of the topic and 
answers questions with 
some elaboration. 
 
 

Speaker consistently gives 
accurate, cogent, dynamic, 
and appropriate answers. 

 


